
Extract from the Minutes of the Cabinet Meeting held on 27 October 2016

59. NEW CRICKET PAVILION IN HESKETH PARK, DARTFORD: REFERENCE 
FROM THE SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

This report asked Cabinet to consider the concerns raised at the Scrutiny 
meeting held on 13 September 2016, which related to the perceived lack of clear 
and measurable outcomes, in terms of meeting Corporate Plan objectives, 
following the decision by Cabinet to invest £1m for the construction of a new 
cricket pavilion in Hesketh Park.

Members referred to the way that the Council was investing in sports facilities in 
the Borough to give residents a range of opportunities to improve their health and 
wellbeing and questioned whether it would be beneficial to spend time and effort 
trying to identify those that were contributing towards weight loss.

The Strategic Director (External Services) agreed that it would be difficult to 
attribute obesity related improvements to a particular facility but noted that 
available statistics showed that there had been a 4.9% increase in those taking 
part in physical activities over the last 2 years, which could, in part, be due to the 
range of facilities being made available.

The Chairman endorsed the views that had been expressed and referred to 
Dartford Cricket Club’s long history and that fact that the old pavilion had been in 
very poor condition and unable to provide activities for residents. He said that if 
the Council had chosen not to provide a new pavilion it would have put the 
Cricket Club at risk of closure, and denied those who now make full use of the 
facility the opportunity to get involved. He said that he considered that it had 
been an extremely worthwhile investment and added further sporting options to 
those already being provided following the Council’s previous investments in 
swimming, football, judo and skateboarding. He then noted how people living in 
other Boroughs complain about the lack of facilities available and confirmed the 
Council’s commitment to making further funding available for future sporting 
related developments. Having considered the issues raised by the Scrutiny 
Committee he suggested that all those facilities that have benefited from the 
Council’s investments be invited to submit a short annual review, which would 
summarise their activities and links with the community.

Members endorsed this proposal and referred to the use of Hesketh Park as a 
whole and the fact that more spectators and walkers were being attracted to the 
Park since the pavilion had been built. They also noted the benefit that this was 
having for Hesketh Bowls Club as those that visit are made aware that cricket is 
not the only sport played in the Park.



RESOLVED:

1. That Scrutiny Committee’s request for measurable outcomes to support 
the Council’s Corporate Plan objectives, as detailed in para. 3.4 of the 
report, be noted.

2. That operators of all those facilities that have benefited from Council 
investment be invited to submit a short annual review for publication, 
which would summarise their activities and links with the community.

3. That Cabinet’s decision be reported back to the Scrutiny Committee.


